New Army Field Manual for Operations Released
Stability Operations in FM 3-0

"What's clear to us is that every operation — whether it is major combat
operations, irregular warfare or even peacetime engagement — will include some
form of offensive operations, some form of defensive operations and some form
of stability operations.” - U.S. Army Chief of Staff Gen. George W. Casey Jr.

FM 3-0, Operations, is the first significant revision in operational doctrine since
9/11. Rolled out at the Association of the United States Army Winter Symposium
today, the field manual gives stability operations co-equal status with offensive
and defensive operations.

What has the Army done?

Since the last edition of FM 3-0 (June 14, 2001), historic changes to the
international security environment have evolved. These changes have altered the
operational environment, so the new version of the field manual captures a new
operational concept where commanders employ offensive, defensive, and
stability or civil support operations simultaneously. This has major ramifications
for training, planning and decision-making, and represents a significant challenge
to military forces. There are other major changes in FM 3-0:

» The operational concept and the operational environment
* Information operations ¢« Warfighting functions

» The spectrum of conflict

* Defeat and stability mechanisms

« Joint interdependence and Modular forces

What does the Army have planned for the future?

In the near term, the Combined Arms Center (CAC), Fort Leavenworth, Kan., will
host a seminar scheduled for late spring to discuss stability operations and FM 3-
0; FM 3-07, Stability Operations, is due for release in late summer, and changes

to the civil-affairs career field are scheduled to commence in June.

Why is this important to the Army?

This century’s conflict involves more than combat between armed opponents; it
requires offensive and defensive operations to defeat adversaries, and stability
and civil support operations to simultaneously shape the broader situation to
restore security and normalcy to the local populace. To that end, FM 3-0 forges
an operational concept that drives initiative, embraces risk and focuses on
creating opportunities to achieve decisive results in all operations.

Conflict, however, remains fundamentally a human endeavor, and it is Soldiers
who accomplish the mission. Soldiers therefore remain the centerpiece of Army
formations - they are our most important advantage and remain the strength of
the nation. It is Soldiers - defined by their valor, devotion to duty and commitment
to one another and the United States of America - who execute full-spectrum
operations, and it is Soldiers who are the core of FM 3-0.



